


LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Here we are! A brand new year.

Question for you: What are you
going to do with it?

Is this going to be the year you final-
ly assemble all of your best images
and organize them all into a book or
set them up on a website?

Is this going to be the year you begin
scanning collage materials to bring
into your artwork, or maybe tackle
the Mixer Brush in earnest?

Is this going to be the year you get
out your camera again and begin
orchestrating some creative photo
shoots?

Here's one simple way | like to take
stock of my life and set my intentions
each year: Sit down with paper and
pen and ask yourself what it is you
would like to start doing, or perhaps
what you'd like to do more of. Then
ask yourself what you really need to
stop doing, or at least do less of.

Start. Stop. More. Less.

(You can also come up with match-
ing pairs. For instance,”I'm going to
spend less time staring at the screen
in my hand and more time calling
my friends and family to talk and
laugh together.”)

Would you start keeping a creative
journal? Or start turning your digital
artwork into physical prints and gifts?

Maybe you'll spend more time revisit-
ing your favorite photography books
or working on the creative projects
you've been putting off?

Would you stop beating yourself up
by comparing yourself and your art
to what others are posting on Insta-
gram?

This is one way of helping ensure you
are living your life intentionally. And
as an artist this can absolutely help
you take your art further. It can
accelerate your development and will
definitely make you more productive.

You can be sure that the most
accomplished AWAKE artists pub-
lished here have made decisions like
these. Which is why each month we
get to celebrate so much wonderful
art in these pages.

So getinspired. And then...go grab
pen and paper and start planning out
the creative life you want to make for
yourself in 2026!

~ Sebastian
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