PUSHING PROTOGRAPHY FURTHER



|t funny to think just how much
chance can play in where we end up
and what we love.

Had | not been surrounded by artists
and art books growing up; had | not
fallen in love with certain comic book
illustrators; had | not failed as painter
and taken up photography instead;
had | not discovered Photoshop; had
I not found myself in a position to
photograph a dance troupe, then to
shoot weddings and design wedding
albums, then to create artistic por-
traits ...

What sparked your interest in pho-
tography and digital artistry?

I've thought about this a lot. So much
of what we love and cherish only
comes to us through some act of
chance — often the influence of a
specific person. Someone along the
way mentions a book they love or
shares a video or brings up some-
thing in a conversation ...

It all stands out so obviously in hind-
sight, but at the time, who knew?

Over and over again we wander
across possible futures that whisper
to us. Do we listen? Do we follow
and see where those whispers lead?
Or do we dismiss them because we're
too busy? Do we maybe let our
self-doubt keep us from even trying?

Of course, when something especially
resonates with us, we're more likely to
pay attention, more willing to take a
shotatit. HadInot already been so
in love with painters and illustrators,

| probably wouldn't have been so

receptive to digital photography and
Photoshop when those arrived on the
scene. | stumbled on each by chance.
But | was already primed and ready
for them.

Life is too short to chase after every-
thing that calls out to you or pops up.
There are only so many hours in the
day. But when we do find ourselves
drawn to something, and we pursue it
long enough for it to stick ... That's
when our interests are able to
deepen. Over time they might even
become loves, passions, obsessions.

And if we stay with our obsessions
long enough, they become our lives.

This is how great photographers and
artists are made. {And how musicians
and sculptors and poets are made.)

It may take years, and the possible
paths are endless, but it always
begins the same way: one little brush
with chance, one little spark, one
whisper . .. and the thought,

“Why not?”

Maybe lingering over the gorgeous
artwork of this magazine is one of
those moments calling out to you.

Perhaps it will awaken in you the
desire to pursue an artistic life of your
own, or if you're already an artist
encourage you to deepen your com-
mitment to mastering your craft.

Our AWAKE artists here have cast
before you a veritable flurry of sparks.

| love to imagine all the creative lives
they might ignite.

~ Sebastian
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Margo Reasner

(USA)
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Deceitfulness of Wealth
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After I retired in August of 2015, I was looking for something
creative to do with my time. I stumbled upon the Photoshop Artistry
and AWAKE courses and signed up. Soon I was raising my

22
photography to heights I never thought possible.
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Steampunk Girl

(44
As much as I loved what I was doing, there seemed to be

something missing. That is until the Mixer Brush Course
22
came along! This was the final piece for me!
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Nancy Brizendine
(USA)
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Misted Glow
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llona Abou-Zolof
{Australia)

https://gigglegallery.design/
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John Molino
(USA)
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Art House Whimsy

Caroline Julia Moore



Denise Love

Foxeysquirrel

http://www. foxeysquirrel.com
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Julie Mead

Marius Els



Miles Beyond The Moon
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MilesBeyondTheMoon
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Mary Baileyis the artist behind é}g
Miles Beyond the Moon. She is a G%?
digital and paper crafting artist O
with a vintage soul. Inspired by
the details of everyday life, she
creates digital graphics that re-
flect her love for nature, books,
whimsy, and adventure. Through
attention to detail and an imagi-
native approach, her hope is to
inspire her fellow digital art-
iststo infuse their own artistic
creations with a touch of magic.

»

Rebecca McMeen

http://www.rebeccamcmeen. com/

Joining our team just this
year, Rebecca McMeen has proven
a tremendous hit with her ex-
traordinary material, all of it
so rich and complex, whimsical
and artistic. Her unique style
has made for a fantastic addi-




Tangie Baxter

The Colby Files
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