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It’s funny to think just how much 
chance can play in where we end up 
and what we love.

Had I not been suHad I not been surrounded by artists 
and art books growing up; had I not 
fallen in love with certain comic book 
illustrators; had I not failed as painter 
and taken up photography instead; 
had I not discovered Photoshop; had 
I not found myself in a position to 
phophotograph a dance troupe, then to 
shoot weddings and design wedding 
albums, then to create artistic por-
traits . . .

What sparked your interest in pho-
tography and digital artistry?

I’ve thought about this a lot.  So much 
of what we love and cherish only 
comes to us through some act of 
chance — often the influence of a 
specific person.  Someone along the 
way mentions a book they love or 
shares a video or brings up some-
thing in a thing in a conversation . . . 

It all stands out so obviously in hind-
sight, but at the time, who knew? 

Over and over again we wander 
across possible futures that whisper 
to us.  Do we listen?  Do we follow 
and see where those whispers lead?  
Or do we dismiss them because we’re 
too busy?  Do we maybe let our 
self-doubt keep us from even trying?

OOf course, when something especially 
resonates with us, we’re more likely to 
pay attention, more willing to take a 
shot at it.    Had I not already been so 
in love with painters and illustrators, 
I probably wouldn’t have been so
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receptive to digital photography and 
Photoshop when those arrived on the 
scene.  I stumbled on each by chance.  
But I was already primed and ready 
for them.  

Life is too short to chase after every-
thing ththing that calls out to you or pops up. 
There are only so many hours in the 
day.  But when we do find ourselves 
drawn to something, and we pursue it 
long enough for it to stick . . . That’s 
when our interests are able to 
deepen.  Over time they might even 
bebecome loves, passions, obsessions.

And if we stay with our obsessions 
long enough, they become our lives.

This is how great photographers and 
artists are made.  (And how musicians 
and sculptors and poets are made.)  
It may take years, and the possible 
paths are endless, but it always 
begins the same way:  one little brush 
with chance, one little spark, one 
whisper . . . and the thought, 
“Why not?”

MMaybe lingering over the gorgeous 
artwork of this magazine is one of 
those moments calling out to you.  

Perhaps it will awaken in you the 
desire to pursue an artistic life of your 
own, or if you’re already an artist 
enencourage you to deepen your com-
mitment to mastering your craft.  

Our AWAKE artists here have cast 
before you a veritable flurry of sparks.  

I love to imagine all the creative lives 
they might ignite.

~ Sebastian
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Ingrid Pomeroy
(USA)

Year of the Horse

4



Renée Keel
(USA)

http://www.reneekeel.com/

The False Spring

In Search of . . .
The First Real Spring

5



https://www.flickr.com/photos/clabudak/

Cathy Labudak
(USA)

Safe Space

Eye Opener

6



Rebecah Thompson
(USA)

http://www.rebecahthompson.com/

The Magic of Trees

7



Merrilee Soberg
(Canada)

Secret Valley
8



Joy Buckley Flynn
(Ireland)

Before the Clock Strikes

9



Dave Hattori
(USA)

http://www.davehattoriphotoart.com/

Winter Glow 
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Evelyn Elwan
(USA)

Portrait of Geraldine
11



Kim Ricci
(Australia)

http://kimricci.myportfolio.com/

The Quiet Witness

12



Maggy R. Thorvaldsdottir Pease
(USA)

https://maggy.myportfolio.com/Giggles

Treebound Tales of Unlikely Friends

13



Nancie Rowan
(USA)

Even in Ruin
There is Hope

Fantasy in the Sky

14



Nina Irvin
(USA)

Star Light Star BrightMoonlight Becomes You

15



Margo Reasner
(USA)

Manifesting Spring

16



Paula D Powers
(USA)

http://www.pauladpowers.com/

If You Leave Me Now . . .

Moon Chasers

17



Marjut Korhonen
(Finland)

@photoartistrymarjutkorhonen

Resting

There is a City Far, Far Away

18



Anita Hubbard
(Canada)

https://digartography.pixels.com/

Cinderella Ascending

19



Ann Lavin
(Australia)

Blue Butterfly
20



Cheryl Parris
(USA)

http://www.cherylparris.com/

At the Edge of Morning

She Waited for the Rain

21



Beverly Everson
(USA)

http://www.eversonphotography.com/

Remember When
We Were Small

The Prodigy

22



Renee Phoenix
(USA)

http://www.reneephoenix.com/

Winter Dreams of Spring

23



Marie Otero
(Australia)

The Circus is in Town

24



Matthew Berberich
(USA)

http://matthewberberich.com/

Strut the Carpet

Red Bellows

25



Margaret Weir
(Canada)

https://www.watertomysoul.com/

Hold Earth Gently

Deceitfulness of Wealth

26



Barbara A Lane
(USA)

https://barbaraalane.com/

Celtic Whiskers

27



Vicki Ardoin
(USA)

https://vickiardoinfineart.com/

Pot O' Gold

28



Terri Butler
(USA)

https://www.pixelmixerart.com/

The Shamrock Baker

Teacup Leprechaun

29



Robz Lipner
(South Africa)

http://www.robzartworx.com/

One Fine Day

Sanctuary
is a Choice

30



Penny de Jong   (Australia)             https://artistsdownunder.com.au/artist-4/penny-de-jong/

Remington The Roguish RabbitLlewellyn Llama Esquire

Gaspard Giraffe Fashionably LateIgnatius Impala By Appointment Only

31



Rosa Perry
(Australia)

https://rosa-perry.myportfolio.com/

The Rose that Never Fades

32



Tracy Cooper
(Portugal)

@tracycooper0825

Her Place

Cafe Cubism
with a Slice
of Lemon

33



Christina Brunton
(Australia)

https://chrisbrunton.com/

Lumberjack

Boy and
His dog

34



Catherine King
(USA)

http://www.ckingfineart.com/

Year of the Fire Horse

35



Bob Rude
(USA)

Evening Balloon Ride

36



Ashby Presley
(USA)

Beach Blues &
Dragonflies

Abstract Luggage
Collage

37http://www.ash3photography.com/



Karen Sorrells
(USA)

The Bee's Knees

Everything's
Just Ducky

38



Keeley McCleave
(England)

Merry Olde England

39



Pamela Walder
(UK)

The Art of the Selfie

40



Old House

FEATURED ARTIST

Don

41



Steampunk Girl Shrimp Boats

42



Moonlight Walk
43



Evening on the Bayou

Swamp Cabin44



Walking the Dog

(USA)

Don

45



Lou Ann Donahue
(USA)

Another World

46



Nancy Brizendine
(USA)

In Like a Lion

Froggy Goes a Courting

https://www.facebook.com/nbrizphotoart 47



Kristin Couch
(Sweden)

http://www.kcart.se/

In the Space of
Selves Unwritten

Please Sky,
Send Glitter

48



Larry Buckley
(USA)

http://www.bylarrywbuckleyphotography.com/

Peace Today

49



Barbara Mierau-Klein
(USA / Germany)

http://www.barbaramierauklein.com/

Spring Forest

50



Donna Waterson
(USA)

Blue Butterflies

Misted Glow

51



Dean Kelley
(USA)

http://deankelleyphotography.com/

Where Clouds
Come to Visit

Stairway to Elsewhere

52



Keith G. Hawley
(Australia)

https://keith-hawley.pixels.com/

Stripes

53



CatBeagle Creations
(Australia)

She Who Houses the Wind
54



Dan Lavery
(Canada)

http://danlaveryartist.ca/

Mesmerized

Skellig Reflection

55



Dan Borge
(USA)

Tango

Dust

56



Maxi Balcer
(USA)

Morwenna the Vampire

57



Chris Harris
(USA)

@allshapeofartistry

Luminous Portrait

58



Helga Blanke
(The Netherlands)

https://www.helgablanke.com/

The Beautiful Light
of the Sun

Honoring the Ancient
History of Agatha

59



Donna Elliot
(USA)

http://donnaelliot.slickpic.com/

Celestial Connection I & II

60



Jo Wilmot
(USA)

Where Do Dreams Come From?

61



http://rachellerphotography.com/

Rachelle R. Vetter
(USA)

Winter Beauty

62



63



CJ Shank
(USA)

Until

64



Linda Lewis
(USA)

http://www.lindalewis.net/

Atelier

Deconstructing
History

65



Dov Fuchs
(Israel)

https://www.dovfuchs.art/

Modern Sisyphus

Jarred

66



Viv Buckley
(Ireland)

http://www.vivbuckley.com/

The Prisoner

67



Tina Christensen
(USA)

Rise Above the Storm
68



Shelley Benjamin
(USA)

https://shelleybenjamin.com/

Pastoral

Homestead Reverie

69



Janice S. Batterbee
(Spain)

@janicebatterbee1695

Kiara from Primadomus

Taking the Lead

70



Sandra Dann
(USA)

https://www.sandradimagery.com/

The Journey

71



Diana Haronis
(USA)

http://www.dianasphotoart.com/

Gathering Shamrocks

72



Ilona Abou-Zolof
(Australia)

https://gigglegallery.design/

Chaos

Festive March

73



John T Jones
(USA)

Pintail Pond

Waiting on Spring

74



Diane Pinsart
(USA)

A Child Waits

75



Sue Pulaski
(USA)

https://www.suepulaskiart.com/

Light Dancer

76



S. H. Layre
(USA)

Looking at the Past

Star Light, Star Bright

77



Mark Lutnes
(USA)

The Composer

Window

78



August Naude
(South Africa)

https://www.augustnaudephotography.com/

The Reason

79



Dori Fleming
(UK)

Women Contained

80



Diane Eastham
(Canada)

https://diane-eastham.pixels.com/

Warrior Angel

Tryst in the Arbour

81



Denise Hunter Logan
(Australia)

Define Yourself

Let Your Dreams Be Your Wings

82



Deborah Morrison
(USA)

http://deborah-penland.pixels.com/City Sidewalks
83



Maureen Maxwell
(Australia)

Angelina

84



Inge Klement
(Norway / Austria)

https://www.deviantart.com/ingeklem

Green Winter
Maiden

Winter Angel

85



Kathleen Greenwood
(USA)

http://fineartamerica.com/profiles/kathleen-greenwood/shop

Time Warp

Remnants of the Past

86



Susan Crosby
(USA)

Rocky Mountain High

87



Diane Leicher Glatzer
(USA)

Enchanting
88



Sue Joesten Merritt
(USA)

https://suemerrittphotography.com/

Wild Wild West

89



Bob Desilets
(USA)

Mars Manned Mission Control 2053

90



Marius Els
(UK)

https://mariuselsphotoartistry.com/

Between Worlds (Series)

Crossing

Floating

Running

Walking

91



Jean Hutter
(USA)

@jeanhutter1

The Spin

Self Acceptance

92



Sherri Reed
(USA)

@SherriReedStudios

Flanders Field

93



John Molino
(USA)

Almost Home

94



Wanda Ann Kinnaman
(USA)

https://www.wandaannkinnaman.com/ Tidal Mirrors

Echoed Light

95



Marie Farmer
(USA)

Keeper of NGC-246,
Skull of the Cosmos

The Sailboat that Followed a Star

96



John Schultz
(USA)

The Lost Zodiac 

97



 Joyce Simpson
(UK)

https://joycesimpson.myportfolio.com/

The Walk from the Beach

98



Scott Clements
(USA)

http://clements-images.com/

Strasbourg

Paris

99



Pauline van der Spuy
(South Africa)

Critters

Smoking His
Happy Pipe

100



Doreen Faiello
(USA)

Selene's Moonlight Lost to the Sea

101



George Koncz
(Australia)

http://georgekonczphotography.com/

Reflection of Albrechtburg
Castle Germany

102



David Walker
(UK)

http://vista-foto.com/

Muskoka on Parade

Keeping an Eye on the Mara
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Amanda Rockwell
 http://www.brushworkshop.com

A professional designer with 
ScrapbookGraphics, Amanda Rockwell 
creates fantastic content for the 
AWAKE and KAIZEN groups. But I 
think her greatest contribution is 
in encouraging digital artists to 
get away from their screens and 
break out the art supplies now and break out the art supplies now and 
then and actually have fun creat-
ing their own custom brushes.

A professional designer with 
ScrapbookGraphics, Amanda Rockwell 
creates fantastic content for the 
AWAKE and KAIZEN groups. But I 
think her greatest contribution is 
in encouraging digital artists to 
get away from their screens and 
break out the art supplies now and break out the art supplies now and 
then and actually have fun creat-
ing their own custom brushes.

Anna Aspnes
 http://annaaspnesdesigns.com

Again and again in the work of 
my top students I was seeing 
one name turn up constantly 
when they were citing the 
source of the artistic content 
in their work:  Anna Aspnes.  
When I visited her website I 
was stunned, and when I saw her was stunned, and when I saw her 
work in Somerset Digital Studio 
magazine I knew that this was a 
talent I needed on my team.
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Caroline Julia Moore
https://www.etsy.com/shop/HiraethMacabre

Over the past many years, I’ve 
watched as the immensely talented 
Caroline Julia Moore shifted from 
cognitive neuropsychologist to 
full-time self-employed artist 
and conceptual photographer … all 
while also launching a successful 
content-design business. Her concontent-design business. Her con-
tributions to the group have been 
a delight and an inspiration.

Over the past many years, I’ve 
watched as the immensely talented 
Caroline Julia Moore shifted from 
cognitive neuropsychologist to 
full-time self-employed artist 
and conceptual photographer … all 
while also launching a successful 
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tributions to the group have been 
a delight and an inspiration.

Art House Whimsy
https://www.etsy.com/shop/arthousewhimsy

Tracy Pitchforth is the artist 
and designer behind Art House 
Whimsy. Digital art has been a 
huge part of her life for over a 
decade — with it bringing much 
friendship, inspiration and joy. 
She has embraced the world of AI 
as a creative partner. When used as a creative partner. When used 
thoughtfully, it is powerful tool 
that enhances the artistic pro-
cess and makes creativity more 
accessible for everyone.

Tracy Pitchforth is the artist 
and designer behind Art House 
Whimsy. Digital art has been a 
huge part of her life for over a 
decade — with it bringing much 
friendship, inspiration and joy. 
She has embraced the world of AI 
as a creative partner. When used as a creative partner. When used 
thoughtfully, it is powerful tool 
that enhances the artistic pro-
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Denise Love 
 http://2lilowls.com

The textures and backgrounds 
from 2 Lil’ Owls are some of 
the Đnest in the digital art 
industry, and indeed many of 
the works in this magazine fea-
ture Denise’s textures — often 
several in one piece. Without 
question the photo-artistic question the photo-artistic 
community is so much the richer 
for the love and care Denise 
brings to her designs.

The textures and backgrounds 
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Foxeysquirrel
 http://www.foxeysquirrel.com

Immensely popular (and stunning-
ly proliĐc), Foxeysquirrel is 
the name by which artist Teddi 
Rutschman is known around the 
world. Her artistic design kits 
bring together a wide range of 
styles — from the enchanted and 
purely whimsical to classic ilpurely whimsical to classic il-
lustration, from the exquisitely 
ornate to elements with touches 
of dreamlike old world mastery.

Immensely popular (and stunning-
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itKuPiLLi
https://www.etsy.com/shop/itKuPiLLiimaginarium

itKuPiLLi is the rather unusual 
name donned by Kirsi Rouvinen, 
the celebrated digital artist 
from Finland.  The itKuPiLLi Ima-
genarium at MischiefCircus.com is 
a source for whimsical digital 
goodies, and the content Kirsi 
creates for our KAIZEN group is creates for our KAIZEN group is 
always greeted with excitement 
and enthusiasm.
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Jai Johnson
 http://www.DailyTexture.com

Jai Johnson is a Đne artist and 
the acclaimed designer behind 
“The Daily Texture.”  Time and 
again when a work of digital 
artistry caught my eye, I’d Đnd 
Jai’s name listed in the credits 
as the texture designer.  It 
took some time to get her, but took some time to get her, but 
I’m  extremely excited to now 
have Jai an active member of our 
KAIZEN design team.
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Jen Maddocks
 http://jenmaddocks.com

When some students introduced 
me to the work of Jen Maddocks, 
I was quite knocked đat. Here 
was a digital content creator 
who was as fabulous an artist 
as she was a designer. We are 
lucky to have her in our commu-
nity and MORE than lucky to nity and MORE than lucky to 
have her material and tutorials 
here in “AWAKE” and “KAIZEN.”
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Jill Catrinel
 https://www.etsy.com/shop/JillCatrinel

Jill Catrinel works out of her 
art studio just north of Ashe-
ville, making her one of the 
few designers here quite close 
to me. Her work is fresh and 
inspired, and it’s exciting to 
look ahead to everything I will 
be able to coordinate with her be able to coordinate with her 
as the projects in the “KAIZEN” 
group evolve over the year 
ahead.
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Marius Els
 https://www.mariuselsphotoartistry.com/

Marius Els is a digital artist 
residing in the vibrant city of 
London. He brings to his craft 
a unique blend of creative ex-
periences. The creation of his 
intricate elements is a labor 
of love. He aspires to provide 
fellow artists with access to fellow artists with access to 
these elements, hoping to evoke 
the same joy he experiences 
when exploring a brand-new de-
signer collection.
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Julie Mead
https://www.etsy.com/shop/JulieMeadDesigns

It’s always exciting to see cre-
ativesuccess stories, and Julie 
Mead has certainly become one!
She stepped into the digital 
content scene not long ago it 
seems, but rapidly brought on a 
bunch of great designers (and of 
course created a wonderful 
stream of original content her-
self.) We’re incredibly grateful 
to have her on our team!to have her on our team!
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Rebecca McMeen
 http://www.rebeccamcmeen.com/

Joining our team just this 
year, Rebecca McMeen has proven 
a tremendous hit with her ex-
traordinary material, all of it 
so rich and complex, whimsical 
and artistic. Her unique style 
has made for a fantastic addi-
tion to the library of content 
our artists are now able to 
employ, and the resulting crea-
tions are endlessly charming.

Joining our team just this 
year, Rebecca McMeen has proven 
a tremendous hit with her ex-
traordinary material, all of it 
so rich and complex, whimsical 
and artistic. Her unique style 
has made for a fantastic addi-
tion to the library of content 
our artists are now able to 
employ, and the resulting crea-
tions are endlessly charming.

Miles Beyond The Moon
 https://www.etsy.com/shop/MilesBeyondTheMoon

Mary Baileyis the artist behind 
Miles Beyond the Moon. She is a 
digital and paper crafting artist 
with a vintage soul. Inspired by 
the details of everyday life, she  
creates digital graphics that re-
đect her love for nature, books, đect her love for nature, books, 
whimsy, and adventure. Through  
attention to detail and an imagi-
native approach, her hope is  to 
inspire her fellow digital art-
iststo infuse their own artistic 
creations with a touch of magic.
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Tangie Baxter
 https://shoptangiebaxter.com/

Tangie Baxter is the lead artist 
of her own wildly successful 
design company with over a 
decade spent as dedicated “pur-
veyors of digital art journaling 
supplies.”  Her material is 
quirky and fun, and always a
delight.  Bringing her onto our 
team was a big event for us. 
Everything here got a lot more 
exciting with her arrival!

Tangie Baxter is the lead artist 
of her own wildly successful 
design company with over a 
decade spent as dedicated “pur-
veyors of digital art journaling 
supplies.”  Her material is 
quirky and fun, and always a
delight.  Bringing her onto our 
team was a big event for us. 
Everything here got a lot more 
exciting with her arrival!

The Colby Files

The Colby Files is the intriguing 
moniker of a celebrated profes-
sional photographer located in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, specializing 
in female portraits, fashion art, 
model portfolios and Đne art 
nudes.  He has become our resident 
pro model photographer, providing pro model photographer, providing 
an amazing library of images for 
our artists to work with when
creating their masterpieces.
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Background Image Credit:
Mary Ann Roesler (USA)

Enjoy interviews with the featured artists of AWAKE at:
https://www.quillandcamera.com/

And Be Sure to Follow us and See
Your Favorite Artists on Instagram!

@photoshopartistry
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Interested in creating photo art of your own?

get started here:

http://ProPhotoshopArtistry.com

* artists in this publication are

  responsible for their own works

  and any rights appertaining
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