


Autumn is rolling in on us here, and
for me that’s always the perfect time
of year to tidy up my world and set
some intentions for what | want to
accomplish over the winter ahead.

Something you might not know
about me: | am an inveterate re-
organizer of books. It seems|am
forever shuffling books from one
bookshelf to another, one room to
another, one floor of the house to
another ... And | have a /ot of books.

One set of books, however, always
needs to be nearby in my office, and
that's my collection of photography
books and art books, along with my
print copies of this magazine. Those
are my constant sources of creative
inspiration. Those | need to be able
to look up and see. And | need to be
able to take one up whenever |

need an artistic jolt.

Going through those shelves, clean-
ing up my desk (my real one and my
computer desktop), reviewing my
journals, refilling my pens — it’s all
part of my autumn ritual.

I've actually seen where some of our
artists work. Some have beautiful
studios, gorgeously decorated and
immaculately maintained. Some
are...well... more on the wild
side. (And that seems to work for
them, so who am | to judge?) There
ar

on their compositions while sitting
at the kitchen table, and others who
find their inspiration only awakens
while seated at a busy coffee shop.
With a little experimentation you
soon find where you most readily
slip into your creative flow with the
least

The important thing is to find what
works best for you. And | think this
is the season to doiitin. If you throw
yourself into your craft and begin
tweaking things, before long you'll
land on the right environment that
will keep your Muse fresh, alert, and
responsive. In my case | need a tidy
desk, journal at hand, some music
playing, and like | said, a shelf of
favorite art & photography books
within view.

Your ideal environment might be
entirely different. Part of your crea-
tive journey lies in discovering the
surroundings that keep you happily
producing art.

Make it your goal to figure out what
kind of workspace brings you the
greatest clarity and most joy. Then
ask yourself what sorts of artistic
endeavors you'll immerse yourself in
over the months ahead.

Of two things you can be sure:
First— the artists of AWAKE will cer-
tainly be at their desks busily creat-

ing new art to share with you here.

Second — a comfy chair is almost
always a good idea.

~ Sebastian
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